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This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Exainining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
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sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
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Supplemental Box. 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: — ~ 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elemente of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Junnshed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): y J"** 

^] The international application as originally filed/furnished 

1 | the description: 

pag6S , , as originally ffled/furnished 

P a S es * „ __ received by this Authority on ^ 

P a S es * received by this Authority on — 

| [ the claims: 

pag6S » originally filecVfurnished 

pages ■ . , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 

pages * m received by this Authority on 

pages * — received by this Authority on 

I | the drawings: 

pagCS , as originally mecVfnrnished 

pages * , received by this Authority on 

pages * _ , received by this Authority on 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3-D 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4 " ^ nS/^^T es ? b,ished as j f 0» me of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
Se itmt e ° nS,dered to g ° bey ° nd diSCl0S,lre 88 fi,ed > 85 indica ted in the Supplemental Box 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, • 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (I A) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



1-10 



1-10 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1 (JP 9-208898 A (Nissan Chemical Ind., 
Ltd.), 12 August 1997, claims 3 and 6 and paragraph 
[0021] , & EP 776925 A2 & US 5800926 A) cited in the 
international search report discloses a curable 
composition for forming an anti-reflection film that 
exhibits a low index of refraction upon the surface of a 
transparent substrate that is configured from glass or the 
like, wherein said curable composition comprises a silica 
component (F) that has a sol form (a silica sol) and a 
polysiloxane compound (corresponding to the "fluorine 
compound (B)" that is set forth in claim 1), which is 
obtained by co-condensing a silicon compound (A) such as 
tetralkoxysilane and a silicon compound (B) that contains 
f luoroalkyl groups . 

Meanwhile, document 2 (JP 2001-91705 A (Konica 
Corp.), 06 April 2001, paragraphs [0122] to [0124] and 
[0132] to [0139]) and document 3 (JP 2000-352620 A (Konica 
Corp.), 19 December 2000, paragraphs [0192] to [0193] and 
[0201] to [0208] ) cited in the international search report 
indicate that both the silicon component with a sol form 
(the Si0 2 sol) and the silicate oligomers (which 
correspond to the "oligomer (A) " that is set forth in 
claim 1) are substances with a low index of refraction 
which can be used to form an anti-reflection layer that 
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exhibits a low index of refraction. 

Consequently, it would not be especially difficult 
for a person skilled in the art to substitute a silicate 
oligomer for the silica component with a sol form (the 
silica sol) in the curable composition that is disclosed 
in document 1 in order to configure the "curable resin 
composition, " the "cured film," the "anti-reflection 
film," the "optical element" and the "image display 
device" that are set forth in claims 1 to 10, In addition, 
the features of using an acid when curing, of providing a 
layer that exhibits glare -preventing characteristics and 
the like are taught in documents 2 and 3 . 

Furthermore, in the written response the applicant 
asserts that the Si0 2 sol disclosed in documents 2 and 3 
is an "organic substance" which is constituted by a 
colloid solution that comprises polysiloxane (a silicate 
oligomer) ; however, the Si0 2 sol disclosed in documents 2 
and 3 is not delimited as being a substance that exhibits 
a low level of hyrdrolysability (although in such cases, 
the sol does meet the criteria of being an "organic 
substance (i.e. polysiloxane; a silicate oligomer)"), and 
is not precluded from being a substance that exhibits a 
high level of hyrdrolysability (in which case, the sol 
meets the criteria of being an "inorganic substance (a 
silica)"); therefore, there is scant support to justify 
the abovementioned assertion in the written response. 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70. 1 0) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



Publication date 
(day/month/year) 



Filing date 
(day/month/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/montli/year) 



JP 2003-344608 A 03 December 2003 (03. 12.2003) 20 March 2003 (20.03.2003) 20 March 2002 (20.03.2002) 
[EX] 

JP 2003-20558 1 A 22 July 2003 (22.07.2003) 13 September 2002 (13.09.2002) 18 October 2001 (18.10.2001) 
[EX] 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

rr- A <~ M . ^ Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure referring to non-written disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/month/year) 
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